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SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Professor Wilder D. Bancroft, of the de- 
partment of chemistry of Cornell University, 
who has been engaged in government work 
since our entry into the war, has been com- 
missioned a lieutenant colonel in the Chem- 
ical Warfare Service. 

There has been organized at Dijon a scien- 
tific society or cercle for the purpose of amal- 
gamating Franco-American interests in this 
special territory. The presidents are Major 
W. B. Cannon, of the United States Army, 
and Professor Bataillon, dean of the faculty 
of science. Among those present at the first 
meeting were American military medical offi- 
cers, the medeein chef de la Place, the mem- 
bers of the Corps de sante francais, the pro- 
fessors of the faculty of science and of the 
Ecole de medecine et de pharmacie de Dijon. 

Mr. Henry Griscom Parsons, supervisor of 
gardening instruction at the New York Bo- 
tanical Garden, has been commissioned with 
the rank of captain in the Quartermaster's 
Department of the Army, and has been as- 
signed to the Conservation and Reclamation 
Division, salvage and gardening branch, being 
put in charge of the farming and gardening 
operations at the various cantonments, with 
headquarters at Washington. 

Dr. Simon Flexner, of the Rockefeller In- 
stitute for Medical Research, has been elected 
a foreign member of the Swedish Medical So- 
ciety at Stockholm. 

Dr. W. J. Spillman has resigned as chief of 
the Office of Farm Management in the United 
States Department of Agriculture to accept 
the editorship of The Farm Journal at Phila- 
delphia. For the present he will continue to 
reside in Washington. 

Dr. Harry S. Bernton, pathologist to the 
Pennsylvania State Board of Health, has re- 
signed to become the chief of the bureau of 
preventable diseases and director of the bio- 
logic laboratories of the Health Department 
of the District of Columbia. 

A party of agricultural experts of the bu- 
reau of plant industry of the United States 
Department of Agriculture have been sent to 



Algeria, Tunis and Morocco to investigate and 
advise on the possibilities of increasing the 
agricultural output of those French colonies. 
The visit is to be made at the request of the 
French High Commission now in the United 
States. The party is composed of E. C. Chil- 
cott, in charge of the dry farming investiga- 
tions of the bureau; C. S. Seofield, in charge 
of the bureau's work in development of irri- 
gation agriculture, and T. H. Kearney, in 
charge of important work with alkali and 
drought-resistant crops. 

Dr. W. A. Cannon, of the department of 
botanical research of the Carnegie Institution, 
expects to be in Australia for about twelve 
months, where he will make field studies of 
desert plants with special reference to root 
habits. 

Henry Hinds has returned to Washington 
from Panama and Costa Rico, where he was 
acting chief geologist for the Sinclair Central 
American Oil Company. He is now serving 
as geologist for the U. S. Geological Survey 
and the Fuel Administration, in charge of 
the work of furnishing geological advice for 
the use of the Capital Issues Committee in 
considering the applications of oil and gas 
companies to issue stocks and bonds for de- 
velopment purposes. 

Dr. Karl T. Compton, formerly of the de- 
partment of physics of Reed College, is now 
in Paris as a technical assistant with the 
Research Information Committee authorized 
by joint action of the Secretaries of War and 
Navy. 

Professor Hudson B. Hastings, of Reed 
College, has been engaged by the Food Ad- 
ministration as economic and statistical ex- 
pert in the study of problems arising in con- 
nection with the salmon and milk industries. . 

Dr. S. I. Kornhauser, associate professor 
of zoology at Northwestern University, has 
entered the Sanitary Corps of the army as a 
lieutenant and will report at the Brady Lab- 
oratory, New Haven. 

Assistant Professor Asa 0. Chandler, 
Ph.D., of the department of zoology and phys- 
iology in the Oregon Agricultural College, 
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has been appointed second lieutenant in the 
sanitary corps of the army and is on detail 
service at the Eockefeller Institute, New 
York City. 

The death is announced of Dr. E. G. Hebb, 
consulting physician and pathologist to the 
Westminster Hospital, secretary to the Eoyal 
Microscopical Society from 1898 to 1911, editor 
of the Journal of the Royal Microscopical 
Society, from 1902 to the time of his death. 

A number of news photographers are ur- 
gently needed by the Signal Corps. These 
men must have expert experience in handling 
of speed cameras, such as Graflex and Graphic, 
and also understand speeds of lenses and va- 
rious makes of cameras and their operation. 
Only those men who can furnish references as 
to their actual experience as news photog- 
raphers will receive consideration. The men 
selected for this branch of the service will be 
sent to a school for military training. Upon 
completion of the training they will be pro- 
moted to grades of sergeant* first class, and 
will be ordered overseas in a short time. Ap- 
plicants must be citizens of the United States 
between the ages of twenty-one and thirty-one. 

The U. S. Civil Service Commission an- 
nounces an examination for scenario editor, 
for both men and women, on September 18, 
1918. A vacancy in the Department of Agri- 
culture, "Washington, D. C, at $1,600 a year, 
will be filled from this examination. The 
duties of the appointee will consist of prepa- 
ration and editing of educational motion-pic- 
ture scenarios dealing with agriculture, home 
economics and other subjects covered by the 
work of the Department of Agriculture, the 
writing of subtitles and descriptions of motion 
pictures on such subjects, and the preparation 
and editing of other similarly written educa- 
tional material. 

The British Medical Journal states that 
during the summer school, Cambridge, Sir 
William Osier, on August 7, gave a sketch of 
the evolution of scientific medicine in the 
United States, illustrated by lantern slides. 
He divided the story into four periods. The 
first, British, to 1820, concerned with medicine 



among the early colonists, tracing the influ- 
ence of Edinburgh and of John Hunter, and 
coming down to the New England group illus- 
trated by Jacob Bigelow and James Jackson. 
The second, French, period extended from 
1820 to 1860, when the influence of Laennec 
and Louis was supreme; of the/third, German, 
period extended 1 from 1860 to 1890, the main 
features were specialism at the Vienna school, 
the teaching of Virchow and Koch, and the 
work of Traube in experimental medicine. 
The fourth period is the American, from 1890 
to the present day, its chief features being the 
reorganization of hospitals as integral parts 
of the university system, and unit and team 
work illustrated in the clinics of Cushing, 
Halsted and the Mayo brothers. ' 

A medical division has been established in 
the Provost Marshal-General's Office. The 
first step was the appointment last February of 
Dr., now Colonel, Frank Billings, who was as- 
signed as medical aide to the Provost Marshal- 
General. But since that time the medical 
phases have developed to such an extent that 
the enlargement of this position into a specific 
division in the Provost Marshal-General's 
Office has followed. The personnel of the med- 
ical division consists of Colonel F. E. Keefer, 
of the regular medical corps, chief, assisted by 
Major Hubert Work and Captain D. Chester 
Brown. 

The British Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries has appointed a committee to study 
the life habits of the honey bee with the object 
of improving the conditions under which bee- 
keeping is carried on in England and Wales, 
and to investigate the epidemic diseases of 
the bee, more especially the disease or group of 
diseases which pass under the name of "Isle 
of White" disease. The committee consists 
of: The Master of Christ's College, Cam- 
bridge (Dr. A. E. Shipley, F.E.S.) ; Professor 
Punnett, F.E.S. (professor of genetics, Cam- 
bridge) ; Dr. G. S. Graham Smith, M.D. ; Pro- 
fessor G. C. Bourne, F.E.S.. D.Sc. (professor 
of zoology and comparative anatomy, Oxford) ; 
Professor W. Somerville (professor of rural 
economy, Oxford); Mr. T. W. Cowan (chair- 
man of the British Bee-keepers Association) ; 
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Mr. G. W. Bullamore; Mr. J. 0. Bee Mason; 
and Mr. A. G. L. Bogers (head of the Horti- 
culture Branch, Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries). Mr. B. H. Adie will act as secre- 
tary. It is proposed to undertake the study 
of healthy bees at Cambridge and the investi- 
gations on Isle of Wight disease at Oxford. 
The committee would be glad to receive speci- 
mens of bees suspected of suffering from " Isle 
of Wight" disease for examination and ex- 
periment. 

The American Public Health Association 
will meet at Chicago from October 14 to 17. 
Some of the military sanitarians who will ad- 
dress the meetings are Surgeon-General Gor- 
gas, Colonel Victor C. Vaughan, and Major 
William H. Welch* of the Army Medical Corps. 
Other speakers at the general sessions will be 
George H. Vincent, president of the Bocke- 
feller Foundation; Dr. Charles J. Hastings, 
president of the American Public Health As- 
sociation; D. W. A. Evans, Assistant Sur- 
geon-General Allan J. McLaughlin, TT.S.P. 
H.S., Dr. Ernest S. Bishop, Dr. Lee K. 
Frankel, Dr. Frederick L. Hoffman and others. 

One motion-picture film is now being sup- 
plied every two weeks by the United States 
Department of Agriculture for release in the 
Universal Screen Magazine. These films show 
in an interesting and educational manner 
some of the activities of the department and 
of the important lessons which the depart- 
ment is trying to teach. Films that have al- 
ready been released show work of the pig 
clubs, road building, forest-fire prevention, 
poultry management, cattle and sheep grazing 
on the national forests, types of horses, co- 
operative berry growing in the Pacific North- 
west, the government's method of tree plant- 
ing on the national forests, how the depart- 
ment regulates logging in the national forests, 
and the work of the forest ranger. 

The War Department authorizes the state- 
ment that as a result of the studies at the 
front, methods have been developed whereby 
more than 80 per cent, of the wounded, who 
originally remained at the military hospitals 
for months, are now cured and returned to the 



forces in three or four weeks. In order that 
Army surgeons stationed at camps, canton- 
ments and other military hospitals in this 
country may thoroughly understand the latest 
treatment of war wounds, the Army Medical 
Department has had established special classes 
of instruction to which are sent selected offi- 
cers who, upon completion of their courses, re- 
turn to their own hospitals and instruct other 
surgeons in these methods. The earliest pos- 
sible information of changes of treatment are 
sent to the Surgeon-General's Office from the 
American Expeditionary Forces, and these in 
turn are immediately transmitted through the 
classes and, by means of moving pictures, lan- 
tern slides and pamphlets, to every surgeon 
who will come in contact with these wounds 
either at home or at the front. Since last Oc- 
tober more than 150 officers have received spe- 
cial instruction each month in classes which 
have been established at the War Demonstra- 
tion Hospital, Bockefeller Institute; four 
classes at Bellevue Hospital, New York, Koose- 
velt Hospital, New York, University of Penn- 
sylvania, at Philadelphia, Eochester, Minn., 
Pittsburgh, Chicago, New Orleans and San 
Francisco. All surgeons who will come into 
contact with war wounds have received in- 
struction in the methods of administering the 
Carrel-Dakin treatment, and sufficient appa- 
ratus has been furnished to treat every pa- 
tient in the service who may require this 
method. A large supply of apparatus has been 
sent to Europe so that there are now more 
than 50 sets available for every injured man 
who, up to the present time, has needed this 
treatment, and over 3,000 sets are being 
shipped every month to care for the added 
number of wounded in which this application 
may be necessary. 

At a meeting of the board of directors of 
the American Institute of Mining Engineers, 
recently held in New York, it was decided to 
drop all enemy aliens from membership. The 
meeting, which was under the chairmanship 
of Sidney J. Jennings, president of the insti- 
tute, was attended by twenty-three of the 



September 13, 1918] 



SCIENCE 



269 



twenty-five directors, among them the chair- 
man and four members of the naval consult- 
ing board. The action of the board of di- 
rectors is said to affect the status of twenty- 
one German men of science and one Austrian 
professor who held either honorary or active 
membership in the association. The institute 
now has a membership of about 6,600 in this 
country and there are more than 1,000 mem- 
bers abroad. 

Dr. George D. Hubbard, head of the de- 
partment of geology at Oberlin College, 
spent the summer in Wyoming doing research 
work for the federal government. Dr. Hub- 
bard's special problem was the location of 
war materials, particularly petroleum. His 
course in the Oberlin Summer School in the 
principles of geography was given by Mr. 
E. T. Thomas, supervisor of geography in the 
Shaker Heights Schools, Cleveland, Ohio. 



UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
NEWS 

Eeed College is awaiting the decision of 
the War Department and the Federal Board 
for Vocational Education in regard to the 
college's offer to undertake extensive service 
in ' the reeducation of the wounded for in- 
dustrial activity. An offer of $200,000 in 
equipment for a school of this nature and 
another offer of grounds and buildings suit- 
able for a convalescent hospital and remedial 
workshops have been made to the college. 

Plans have been prepared for a laboratory 
building for the Yale Medical School, New 
Haven. The building is to be of brick and 
steel construction. 

The West Eiding Education Committee 
has renewed for another year its grant of £500 
to the Department of Glass Technology at 
Sheffield University. 

As a memorial to their son, William Fred- 
erick Drughorn, an old King's scholar, killed 
in action, Mr. and Mrs. Drughorn have en- 
dowed King's School, Canterbury, with lab- 
oratories, to be known as the Drughorn Sci- 
ence Buildings, at a cost of £25,000. 



Professor Elias J. Durand, of the Univer- 
sity of Missouri, has been appointed to a 
professorship of botany in the University of 
Minnesota. 

Dr. Albert Edward Hennings, of the Uni- 
versity of Saskatchewan, Canada, has been 
appointed to an assistant professorship in the 
department of physics of the University of 
Chicago. The following promotions have also 
been announced: Associate Professor Albert 
Johannsen, of the department of geology, to a 
professorship; Assistant Professors Albert D. 
Brokaw and Bollin T. Chamberlin, of v the 
same department, to, associate professorships; 
and Dr. Eugene A. Stephenson, of the same 
department, to an assistant professorship. 

Dr. Harry Shipley Pry, former associate 
professor of chemistry, has been appointed pro- 
fessor and head of the department of chemis- 
try at the University of Cincinnati. Other 
appointments in this department are as fol- 
lows: Dr. Earl F. Farnau, associate professor 
of organic chemistry, formerly assistant pro- 
fessor of chemistry at New York University; 
Dr. Balph. E. Oesper, associate professor of 
analytical chemistry, formerly assistant pro- 
fessor of chemistry -at Smith College; Dr. 
Clifford J. Bolle and Dr. Leonora Neuffer, in- 
structors in chemistry. 

Charles L. Eaiford, Ph.D. (Chicago), head 
of the department of chemistry at Stillwater, 
Oklahoma, has been elected associate professor 
of chemistry at the University of Iowa. He 
will take charge of some of the classes of Pro- 
fessor Hixson, who is now consulting chemical 
engineer in the ordnance department of the U. 
S. Army. 

Eric Therkelsen, who for several years has 
been a member of the engineering faculty of 
the University of Washington, has accepted an 
assistant professorship of mechanical engi- 
neering at the Montana State College. 



DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE 

BARLEY BREAD, OPTIMUM REACTION AND 
SALT EFFECT 

When the attempt is made to make barley 
bread with a wheat flour content lower than 



